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PRACTICE AND THEORY 

 
Level 3 

 
January 2023 

 
Unit 331: Investigating current issues in children’s care, play, learning and 

development in Wales 
 

Extended Investigation  
 
The extended investigation of current issues in children’s care, play, learning and development 
in Wales requires learners to investigate a contemporary issue for the sector selecting one of 
the following topics to research: 
 
Topic 1 
Children may experience a range of significant factors during childhood.  
Research how a range of factors may affect the health and well-being of children. 
 
Topic 2 
Children benefit from accessing a range of learning environments and experiences.  
Research the value of children experiencing a range of learning environments to promote 
their learning and development. 
 
This unit requires candidates to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a range of 
key concepts, values and issues that are relevant to children's care, play, learning and 
development settings and contexts, and apply knowledge and understanding 
to analyse evidence-based practices (their own and those of others) within children’s care, 
play, learning and development. Candidates are required to research and evaluate theories 
and practice that relate to children's care, play, learning and development and reflect on how 
they can influence practice.  
 
Candidates are required to undertake independent research using a range of resources to 
investigate your chosen topic and focus areas and will need to collect adequate and reliable 
evidence in preparation for the completion of the tasks, to express a fundamental 
understanding of key legislation and how this underpins the work of early years and 
childcare workers. 
 
 
Principle Examiner key points: 
 
This is the second examination for unit 331 which has been set as a winter paper and taken 
up by a small cohort of learners. The majority of the candidates addressed the tasks with 
knowledge and understanding of the expectations and structured their investigation 
appropriately. Candidates expressed greater detail in their writing and expressed good 
responses showing knowledge and understanding. There were a number of key points 
raised throughout the examination marking process by the examination team which are key 
areas for future practice, teaching and learning relating to the structure of the investigation. 
The following key areas will support clarity and effectiveness of the extended investigation 
and enable candidates to access the range of marks available. 
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• Title and topic choice are to be clearly indicated on first page of paper to ensure there is 
clarity of the task boundaries 

• Candidate centre number, candidate number and page numbers need to be placed on 
each page submitted  

• Tasks 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 must be clearly labelled to identify task boundaries 

• Candidates cannot include links for further information, survey or questionnaires as they 
are outside the boundary of the mark scheme. Any further information gained from 
research must be discussed with the set tasks 

• Avoid the use of tables and bullet points 

• Observe the evidence required including consideration of the emboldened ‘must include 
or could include’ to ensure good coverage of the mark scheme 

• Discussions of laws, legislation and frameworks must relate to Wales and be referenced 
appropriately  

• Word count stated clearly excluding reference and bibliography list 

• Word count should not exceed 5500  

• The topic focus area is central to their whole investigation. The assessment paper is 
marked as a whole and must link to topic choice throughout each task  

• Presenting material copied directly from books or other sources without acknowledgment 
will be left unmarked  

• Proformas should be avoided, the unit 331 examination paper is the main source of 
guidance for successful completion 

• Word documents are required to be uploaded by centres rather than pdf documents 

• Candidates should only take on areas of discussion that they are able to discuss 
effectively as an individual choice rather that a centre choice.  

 
 
Number of Entries:  
English - 87 
Welsh - 1 
 
 
Task 1   
  
Write an introduction to your extended investigation.  
 
Outline:  

• the main focus; areas you have chosen to research in relation to your selected topic  

• why you have selected the topic and the focus areas; you may wish to refer to personal 
interest, taught content, sector engagement and work placement the methods of research 
that you have used  

• sources used as part of investigating the topic and focus areas  
 
 

This task requires a focused introduction to the whole extended investigation. Focus areas 

should be clearly identified and central to chosen topic. One or two focus area should 

be identified with reasons for choice which may be based on personal/practical experiences 
within a work setting or learning environment which have raised interest and awareness to 
prompt further investigation. The focus areas need to be limited to ensure that the specific 
focus areas can be considered and evaluated thoroughly through the varied method of 

research involved through the whole process. Stating the evidence of research and chosen 

reading should be clearly identified.  
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Candidates generally developed a good and well-developed introduction to their 
investigation. Through task 1 candidates often provided a clear overview of the range of 
areas to be discussed throughout the investigation. Most candidates chose topic 1 and 
provided a good range of focused discussions which linked well with each other. Many 
blended their focus areas well as a well-rounded cohesive discussion point, although many 
chose broad focus areas which they had to work very hard to discuss e.g. ALN, attachment 
and ACES. The investigation then becomes too detailed to complete within the 
recommended word count and ultimately lacked focus and detail.  
 
The more concise essays worked well with having a good flow of discussion while blending 
focus areas or focusing on one core area such as ACES and a small range of areas within 
the identified ACEs.  
 
It was pleasing to see the range of references or sources identified for further research and 
aimed to support the investigation. Candidates often linked to specific legislation and specific 
books or websites and then explained why further research in this area would benefit their 
investigation. Overall this approach supports a firm understanding of the topic area and sets 
out the task 1 introduction well.  
 
 
 
Task 2   
 
Discuss how your selected topic and focus areas support children’s care, play, 

learning and development.  

 

Your evidence must include:  

• how the focus areas support (positively or negatively) children's care, play learning and 
development  

• a variety of viewpoints including your own and/or those of others  

• appropriate examples from theory and/or practice to support your discussion  

• how relevant theory/legislation or frameworks (as appropriate) have impacted on the topic 
and focus areas  

• traceable references or quotes to support evidence  
 
Candidates are required to show an understanding of theory/frameworks or legislation in 
relation to focus areas and apply this to practice. Positive and/or negative points should be 
considered as well as their own viewpoint with consideration to the thoughts of others, this 
might include work placement and practice observed during work placement experience 
which can be used to support viewpoints. Include appropriate and relevant theory, legislation 
or frameworks which will support the discussion. Candidates need to include effective use of 
relevant referencing. 
 
Candidates have consistently shown a good range of discussions for this task and provided 
a good coverage of the evidence areas to be focused on. It is positive progress to see 
development of a range of viewpoints, where many included their own viewpoints and the 
viewpoints of others on the topic, and some included the viewpoints of their work placement 
supervisors or professional staff knowledgeable in the discussion. Many candidates were 
able to stay focused on the areas of focus set out in task 1. Although some candidates 
lacked depth in providing a range of relevant theory, legislation or frameworks which could 
have provided further links to examples and additional clarification to the discussion to 
support children’s care play, learning and development. 
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Task 3  
  
Evaluate how the values and principles that underpin your selected topic and chosen 
focus areas are used in practice to support children’s care, play, learning and 
development.  
 
Your evidence could include reference to:  

• effective communication  

• teamwork and collaborative working  

• equality/inclusion/diversity  

• freedom to participate  

• children’s rights being upheld  

• professional skills or any other as appropriate.  

 
This tasks focus is to evaluate a range of values and principles. Evaluation could be 
developed through knowledge gained as part of taught content and examples from practice.  
Candidates were able to consider a range of discussions relating to practice and included 
clear points to meet the list of evidence that could be included, such as the importance of 
effective communication, teamwork, and professional skills. The majority of candidates 
remained focused on their selected topic and chosen focus area. It is positive to see 
references to a range of discussions around equality, diversity and inclusion which relate 
well to the topic area. This task offered the opportunity for expression of experience which 
has previously been stunted due to covid restrictions, and it has been a great pleasure to 
read through the progression of keen professional skills which have been developed through 
positive and valid vocational experiences. 
 
 
 
Task 4  
 
Consider how relevant theories, legislation or frameworks (as appropriate) have 
influenced practice in children’s care, play, learning and development settings.  
 
Evidence must include clear links to how the theories, legislation or frameworks have 
influenced practice in the settings you have experienced. 
 
This task requires candidates to include links to the influences of relevant theory, legislation 
and or frameworks relating to Wales (as appropriate to the topic focus) could be considered; 
to show depth and breadth of understanding with reference to the strengths and weaknesses 
in practice. Evidence should be developed to make clear links to placement. Candidates 
must discuss how legislation, frameworks and or theoretical perspectives have influenced 
current practice and made changes to the practice in children’s settings through providing an 
interpretation of their own experiences of the effects on professional practice.  
 
Candidates were able to consider relevant theories, legislation or frameworks while 
expressing a good understanding of how they link to practice. Candidates frequently used 
clear examples where relevant theories, legislation or frameworks have influenced practice 
and discussions were developed which express an interpretation of the impact on 
professional practice. Although there is still progress needed to linking references 
appropriately.  Evidence needs to link to references and any sources used must link to 
Wales, although this was not always evident.  
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Task 5  
 
Assess how having knowledge of the selected topic and related theories and 
legislation can be used to bring about change in children’s care, play, learning and 
development provision in the 21st century in Wales.  
 
Your evidence must:  

• Demonstrate an awareness of new and developing practice approaches  

• Refer to a range of settings within the sector  

• Make judgements that link practice with theory (topic focus, related theories and 

legislation)  

• Make suggestions for future change that could be adopted in practice to support 

children’s care, play, learning and development.  

 
Evidence must refer to research undertaken and must relate to experiences in practice. 
 
This task looks towards changes for the future based on the candidate’s research and 
understanding of their chosen topic and focus areas. Candidates are required to consider 
the knowledge they have gained through the research of their topic and related focus areas 
and assess how the related theories and legislation can be used to bring about change in 
children’s care, play, learning and development. 
 
Candidates were generally able to show a firm understanding of the progression of new and 
developing approaches. Candidates frequently expressed the benefit of making judgements 
and having a clear understanding of professional practice. A good understanding was often 
shown of the knowledge required for appropriate provision within the sector. Progressive 
ideas of change were discussed on the whole with understanding. Some candidates 
reflected on their various experiences in practice and were able to make suggestions of how 
the changes could be implemented. Although there were opportunities frequently missed 
when discussing futures changes which could support in children of the 21st century in 
Wales. Candidates could further develop discussion of advanced ideas of progression or 
adaptions which may be enhanced or benefitted due to new legislation, frameworks, or 
theoretical perspectives.  
 
 
 
Task 6  
Discuss how your research and learning will support your own individual practice 
moving forward.  
 
Your evidence must include:  

• a reflection of the value or benefits of what you have learnt as part of investigating this 

topic and focus areas  

• what you would like to do, based on your findings, to improve your own future practice  

• reference to any impact changes to your own practice could have on the practice of 

others  

 
Candidates are required to reflect on their own personal learning of the topic and focus 
areas chosen. This reflection will bring together the varied discussions and viewpoints 
throughout the whole investigation. Candidates will be able to discuss the value or benefits 
of what they have learnt as part of investigating their chosen topic and focus areas. 
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Candidates can discuss what they would like to do based on their findings to enable a better 
understanding of practice with the aim of improving their own future practice.  
Candidates will be required to refer to any impact changes will have to their own practice 
and the changes to the practice of others in the future.  
 
Candidates generally produced a well-rounded overview of the whole investigation as a 
conclusion, although many produced a short final summary which lacked detail. Many 
discussed the benefits of what they have learnt and how this new information and the 
knowledge gained through research can help to inform practice and aim to support their 
future practice. Candidates often expressed how their findings will be of value to them as a 
professional and would enhance their knowledge and understanding on their chosen topic. 
Candidates were frequently able to discuss the importance of their research in supporting 
their setting and supporting the team in which they work. Many candidates also discussed 
the importance of providing positive environments and learning experiences for children in 
their care within their future practice and also in supporting their future study.  
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