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INTRODUCTION 
 
This marking scheme was used by WJEC for the 2024 examination. It was finalised after 
detailed discussion at examiners' conferences by all the examiners involved in the 
assessment. The conference was held shortly after the paper was taken so that reference 
could be made to the full range of candidates' responses, with photocopied scripts forming 
the basis of discussion. The aim of the conference was to ensure that the marking scheme 
was interpreted and applied in the same way by all examiners. 
 
It is hoped that this information will be of assistance to centres but it is recognised at the 
same time that, without the benefit of participation in the examiners' conference, teachers 
may have different views on certain matters of detail or interpretation. 
 
WJEC regrets that it cannot enter into any discussion or correspondence about this marking 
scheme. 
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WJEC LEVEL 3 
 

CHILDREN’S CARE, PLAY LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT – UNIT 330 
 

WINTER 2024 MARK SCHEME  
 
 

Guidance for examiners 
 
Positive marking  
 
It should be remembered that candidates are writing under examination conditions and credit 
should be given for what the candidate writes, rather than adopting the approach of 
penalising him/her for any omissions. It should be possible for a very good response to 
achieve full marks and a very poor one to achieve zero marks. Marks should not be 
deducted for a less than perfect answer if it satisfies the criteria of the mark scheme.  
 
For questions that are objective or points-based, the mark scheme should be applied 
precisely. Marks should be awarded as indicated and no further subdivision made.  
 
Mark schemes often list points which may be included in candidates’ answers. The list is not 
exhaustive. The inclusion of ‘Credit any other valid response.’ (or similar instruction) within 
mark schemes allows for the possible variation in candidates’ responses. Credit should be 
given according to the accuracy and relevance of candidates’ answers.  
 
Appropriate terminology is reflected in exemplar responses in mark schemes. However, 
unless there is a specific requirement within a question, candidates may be awarded marks 
where the answer is accurate but expressed in their own words. 
 
Banded mark schemes  
 
For band marked questions, mark schemes are in two parts; the indicative content and the 
assessment grid. 
 
The indicative content suggests the range of points and issues which may be included in 
candidates’ answers. It can be used to assess the quality of the candidate’s response. As 
noted above, indicative content is not intended to be exhaustive and candidates do not have 
to include all the indicative content to reach the highest level of the mark scheme.  
 
However, in order to reach the highest level of the mark scheme a candidate must meet the 
requirements of the highest mark band. Where a response is not creditworthy, that is, it 
contains nothing of any significance to the mark scheme, or where no response has been 
provided, no marks should be awarded.  
 
In Level 3 Children’s Care, Play, Learning and Development: Practice and Theory, each 
question will address one or more assessment objective: from AO1, AO2 or AO3. Where 
appropriate, the assessment grid sub-divides the total mark to allocate a question into 
individual assessment objectives. These are shown in bands in the mark scheme. For each 
assessment objective, descriptors will indicate the different skills and qualities at the 
appropriate level.  
 
Candidates’ responses to questions are assessed against the relevant assessment 
objectives. Where a question addresses more than one assessment objective, candidates 
may achieve different bands within that question. In these cases, a mark will be awarded for 
each assessment objective then totalled to give an overall mark for the question.  



 

2 
© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 

The marking of banded mark questions should always be positive. This means that, for each 
candidate’s response, marks are accumulated for the demonstration of relevant skills, 
knowledge and understanding; they are not deducted from a maximum on the basis of errors 
or omissions. 
 
Examiners should first read and annotate the candidate’s answer to pick out the evidence 
that is being assessed in that question. The mark scheme can then be applied. This is done 
as a two-stage process.  
 
Stage 1 – Deciding on the band  
 
Beginning at the lowest band, examiners should look at the candidate’s answer and check 
whether it matches the descriptors for that band. If the descriptors at the lowest band are 
satisfied, examiners should move up to the next band and repeat this process for each band 
until the descriptors match the answer.  
 
If an answer covers different aspects of different bands within the mark scheme, a ‘best fit’ 
approach should be adopted to decide on the band and then the candidate’s response 
should be used to decide on the mark within the band. For instance, if a response is mainly 
in band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the answer would be placed in band 
2, but the mark awarded would be close to the top of band 2 as a result of the band 3 
content.  
 
Examiners should not seek to mark candidates down as a result of small omissions in minor 
areas of an answer.  
 
Stage 2 – Deciding on the mark  
 
During standardising (the marking conference), detailed advice from the Principal Examiner 
on the qualities of each mark band will be given. Examiners will then receive examples of 
answers in each mark band that have been awarded a mark by the Principal Examiner. 
Examiners should mark the examples and compare their marks with those of the Principal 
Examiner.  
 
When marking, examiners can use these examples to decide whether a candidate’s 
response is of a superior, inferior or comparable standard to the example. Examiners are 
reminded of the need to revisit the answer as they apply the mark scheme in order to 
confirm that the band and the mark allocated is appropriate to the response provided. 
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Question Answer 
Total 
mark 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

1.  Social skills are significant in enabling 
children to form positive relationships.  
 
Outline a range of strategies that can 
support the development of social skills.  
 
Award up to 8 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for an outline that is not 
creditworthy. 
 
Award 1-2 marks for a limited outline 
which shows little knowledge and 
understanding of a range of strategies 
that can support the development of 
social skills.  
 
Award 3-4 marks for a good outline 
which shows some knowledge and 
understanding of a range of strategies 
that can support the development of 
social skills.  
 
Award 5-6 marks for a very good outline 
which shows sound knowledge and 
understanding of a range of strategies 
that can support the development of 
social skills.  
 
Award 7-8 marks for an excellent outline 
which shows detailed knowledge and 
understanding of a range of strategies 
that can support the development of 
social skills.  
 
Response may refer to:  
• Play with children to help develop: 

joint attention / turn-taking /shared 
interests, cooperation and 
appropriate play with toys / support 
social and emotional development 
through play.  

• Help children to understand and 
display their own emotions and to 
recognise these emotions in other 
people/ help children to understand 
and recognise how other people are 
feeling in particular situations / 
support and develop positive 
friendships.   

• Empathise with the child’s feelings / 
support a child when experiencing 
negative emotions.  

8 8   
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Question Answer 
Total 
mark 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

• Help children to understand their 
feelings and emotions / create a calm 
environment for children who need 
time alone to sort out their feelings.  

• Help children to work out why they 
feel or act a certain why so that they 
are better able to address the 
problem / support with managing 
conflict and valuing the feelings of 
others. 

• Motivate positive interactions / 
resolving conflicts / problem solving / 
managing friendships ups and downs 
and breakdowns / praising positive 
social skills.  

• Increase social awareness / use of 
stories to teach children specific 
social skills that they may find difficult 
to understand or find confusing / 
create opportunities for discussion / 
encourage positive social skills / 
increase the child’s understanding by 
describing events or situations and 
discuss possible appropriate social 
responses. 

• Support the development of social 
skills through positive role modelling / 
interactions/ behaviours and moral 
choices / use of positive suggestions.  

 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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Question Answer 
Total 
mark 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

2. (a) Being part of a loving, secure and stable 
environment is vitally important for all, 
especially children and young people. 
 
Consider the factors that promote 
stability and security for the positive 
health and well-being of children.  
 
Award up to 7 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for a consideration that 
is not creditworthy. 
 
Award 1-2 marks for a limited 
consideration which shows little 
knowledge and understanding of the 
factors that promote stability and security 
for the positive health and well-being of 
children. 
 
Award 3-4 marks for a good 
consideration which shows some 
knowledge and understanding of the 
factors that promote stability and security 
for the positive health and well-being of 
children. 
 
Award 5-7 marks for a very good 
consideration which shows sound 
knowledge and understanding of the 
factors that promote stability and security 
for the positive health and well-being of 
children. 
 
Response may refer to:  

• Stability and security are vital in 
developing children for them to thrive 
and become functional, confident / 
well-adjusted and independent 
individuals. 

• Develop resilience to withstand 
pressures / challenges.  

• Expression of love and affection 

• Create a social structure. 

• Develop skills for the child’s social 
world e.g. the community / school / 
friendships. 

• Create a loving / caring relationship.  

• Create time for each-other / spend 
quality time together.  

• Provide stability through 
relationships.  

7   7 
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Question Answer 
Total 
mark 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

• Create a positive bond. 

• Be part of the extended community. 

• To belong in a family / extended 
family / looked after home 
environment.  

• Develop a trusting relationship.  

• Provide protection the child.  

• Provide for care needs e.g. personal / 
physical / emotional / psychological.  

• Provide quality of care.  

• Provide for physiological care needs 
e.g. food / water / warmth / rest. 

• A nurturing environment. 

• Provide security needs e.g. physical, 
emotional protection/ provide a 
secure home / feeling safe from 
harm. 

• Provide learning opportunities. 

• Development of personal / social 
skills.   

• Provide clear boundaries and 
structure. 

• Provide opportunities for participation 
/ contribution. 

• Being responsive to need.  

• Being consistent in approach.  

• Provide protection from harm and 
fear. 

• Provide opportunities to develop 
independence.  

• Create / impart a feeling of belonging. 

• Links to theory.  
 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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Question Answer 
Total 
mark 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

2. (b) Describe the meaning of the term 
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs). 
 
Award up to 6 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for a description that is 
not creditworthy. 
 
Award 1-2 marks for a limited 
description which shows little knowledge 
and understanding of the meaning of the 
term Adverse Childhood Experiences 
(ACEs). 
 
Award 3-4 marks for a good description 
which shows some knowledge and 
understanding of the meaning of the term 
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs). 
 
Award 5-6 marks for a very good 
description which shows sound 
knowledge and understanding of the 
meaning of the term Adverse Childhood 
Experiences (ACEs). 
 
Response may refer to:  

• ACEs is an acronym to describe a 
broad range of Adverse Childhood 
Experiences.  

• Children or young people have been 
exposed to negative / stressful / 
traumatic experiences. 

• A traumatic experience / event 

• Long lasting impact.  

• An event or experience causing 
mental and emotional trauma.  

• Causing toxic stress to the 
developing mind of a child.  

• Affecting the child’s well-being. 

• Negative experiences and events can 
have a long-lasting effect on people's 
lives. 

 
These experiences can include:  

• Physical abuse.  

• Sexual abuse. 

• Emotional abuse.  

• Neglect / physical or emotional.  

• Mental illness.  

• Incarcerated relative / family member 
or close contact being detained in 
prison. 

6  6  
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Question Answer 
Total 
mark 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

• Violence against a family member.  

• Domestic abuse.  

• Household Substance misuse.  

• Household dysfunction.  

• Parental separation / divorce.  

• Community violence. 

• Homelessness. 

• Growing up in a household where 
adults are experiencing mental 
health issues / harmful alcohol / drug 
use. 

 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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Question Answer 
Total 
mark 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

3. (a) The Heathy Child Wales Programme 
(HCWP) aims to bring together health 
and education to deliver effective 
prevention and support for children aged 
0-19 years and their families. 
 
Define the priorities of the Heathy Child 
Wales Programme (HCWP).  
 
Award up to 6 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for a definition that is not 
creditworthy. 
 
Award 1-2 marks for a limited definition 
which shows little knowledge and 
understanding of the priorities of the 
Heathy Child Wales Programme (HCWP)  
 
Award 3-4 marks for a good definition 
which shows some knowledge and 
understanding of the priorities of the 
Heathy Child Wales Programme (HCWP)  
 
Award 5-6 marks for a very good 
definition which shows sound knowledge 
and understanding of the priorities of the 
Heathy Child Wales Programme (HCWP)  
 
Response may refer to:  

• A commitment to support the health 
and welfare of children.  

• To deliver health messages  

• Support families in making health 
promoting choices. 

• To promote bonding and attachment.  

• To support positive parent-child 
relationships.  

• To support / promote the secure 
emotional attachment for children. 

• To promote positive maternal 
resilience. 

• To support family emotional health / 
resilience. 

• To support / empower families to 
make informed choices. 

• To support a safe / nurturing 
environment. 

• To assist children to meet growth / 
developmental milestones.  

• Enabling children to achieve school 
readiness. 

6 6   
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Question Answer 
Total 
mark 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

• To support the transition into the 
school environment. 

• To promote universal immunisation / 
to prevent avoidable childhood 
diseases.  

• To ensure early detection 
developmental / growth problems 
through a universal screening 
programme.  

• Work with families and young people 
from five to nineteen.  

• General advice about health 
conditions throughout childhood / 
puberty / periods / period pains. 

• Safeguarding and child protection.  
• Measure height and weight / advising 

on changes.  

• Emotional resilience and adolescent 
mental health.  

• Provides health education.  
• Promote immunisation in the school / 

co-ordinate / work with families.  
• Check vision and hearing. 
• Delivering routine immunisations. 
• Monitor healthy growth and 

development. 
• Support for parents/carers e.g. 

support with toileting issues, 
bedwetting, constipation. 

• Supporting education colleagues by 
delivering sex and relationship 
education. 

• Providing health promotion and 
health education e.g. handwashing, 
healthy eating and hygiene. 

• Advice on domestic abuse.  

• Provide first aid care.  
 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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Question Answer 
Total 
mark 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

3. (b) The Heathy Child Wales Programme 
(HCWP) aims to bring together health and 
education to deliver an effective prevention 
and support for children aged 0-19 years 
and their families. 
 
Outline the role of the health visitor as part 
of the Healthy Child Wales Programme 
(HCWP)  
 
Award up to 7 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for an outline that is not 
creditworthy. 
 
Award 1-2 marks for a limited outline 
which shows little knowledge and 
understanding of the role of the health 
visitor as part of the Healthy Child Wales 
Programme (HCWP). 
 
Award 3-4 marks for a good outline which 
shows some knowledge and understanding 
of the role of the health visitor as part of 
the Healthy Child Wales Programme 
(HCWP). 
 
Award 5-7 marks for a very good outline 
which shows sound knowledge and 
understanding of the role of the health 
visitor as part of the Healthy Child Wales 
Programme (HCWP). 
 
Response may refer to:  

• The health visiting services provides a 
professional assessment of family 
resilience. 

• Health visitors assess the development 
of the child.  

• Provides consideration to the whole 
setting / environment / wider influences 
such as social /economic / 
environmental factors.  

• The health visitor assesses whether 
the child and / or family need additional 
support / address areas of concern.  

• The Welsh health visiting service work 
in partnership to develop a fully 
validated all Wales Health Visiting 
Family Resilience Assessment 
Instrument Tool (FRAIT) e.g. identify 
additional needs / identify potential 
safeguarding concerns / interventions 
to review and evaluate progress.  

  7   
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Question Answer 
Total 
mark 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

• Work with families to support the 
universal screening contacts e.g. 
screening / immunisation / monitoring 
and supporting child development. 

• Health visitors providing a targeted 
visiting service e.g. for a mother 
expecting her first baby / support for 
learning difficulties / safeguarding 
concerns / emotional / mental health 
issues / concerns in pregnancy / 
medical conditions of unborn child.  

• Growth / development assessments.  

• Weaning and baby advice.  

• Family resilience assessment.  

• Maternal mental health assessment.  

• Multiple pregnancy support.  

• Parental expectations and preparation 
for parenthood discussed / assessed.  

• Level of intervention determined to 
support the family.  

• Support family on health and health 
behaviours / key health promotion.  

• Promote secure attachment and 
bonding between parent / carer and 
their baby. 

• Health visitors discuss expected 
developmental milestones / support 
management of baby’s well-being / 
management of minor illness’s / 
prevention of accidents.  

• Health visitors support the family / 
carers in key health messages e.g. 
breastfeeding / dental health /healthy 
start vitamins / healthy nutrition and 
promoting baby development.  

• Health visitors discuss and support key 
public health priorities will be met by 
the provision of support and advice on 
various key areas, including: dietary 
advice / smoking cessation / dental 
health / play / vision / childhood 
immunisation programme / preparation 
of school readiness and promotion of 
safety in the home and the community.  

 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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Question Answer 
Total 
mark 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

4. (a) Ivan Pavlov’s theory had a huge influence 
on how people see themselves through 
their behaviour and learning process.  
 
Explain Pavlov’s theory of classical 
conditioning. 
 
Award up to 10 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for an explanation that is 
not creditworthy. 
 
Award 1-2 marks for a limited explanation 
which shows little knowledge and 
understanding of Pavlov’s theory of 
classical conditioning. 
 
Award 3-4 marks for a good explanation 
which shows some knowledge and 
understanding of Pavlov’s theory of 
classical conditioning. 
 
Award 5-7 marks for a very good 
explanation which shows sound knowledge 
and understanding of Pavlov’s theory of 
classical conditioning. 
 
Award 8-10 marks for an excellent 
explanation which shows detailed 
knowledge and understanding of Pavlov’s 
theory of classical conditioning. 
 
Response may refer to:  

• Classical conditioning is an automatic 
conditioned response when paired with 
a specific stimulus. 

• Pavlov’s experiment was on based on 
canine digestion / the digestion of 
dogs.  

• The experiment demonstrated the 
existence of classical conditioning with 
the association of a bell sound with 
food. 

• Pavlov introduced two stimuli / the bell 
and the food.  

• Pavlov’s experiment was based on the 
dogs associating the sound of the bell 
with food. 

• The dogs were conditioned to salivate 
for food by the sound of the bell without 
the presence of food.  

• Pavlov showed that an initially neutral 
stimuli can provoke a new response 
through its association.  

10  10  
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Question Answer 
Total 
mark 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

• Pavlov began ringing a bell and then 
presenting the food, so they’d 
associate the sound with food. 

• Pavlov found that over time dogs were 
salivating not only when their food was 
presented to them, but when the 
people who fed them arrived. 

• Pavlov’s theory that the dogs were 
salivating because they were 
associating the people with being fed. 

• The dogs learned to associate the bell 
ringing with food. 

• Subjecting the dogs to the stimuli 
provoked a reaction in them. 

• The bell ringing caused their mouths to 
salivate whenever the bell rang / not 
just when they encountered the food. 

• Classical conditioning consists of 
associating an initially neutral stimulus 
with a meaningful stimulus.  

• Pavlov’s theory supports the ability to 
associate stimuli in many daily 
situations. 

• Classical conditioning can be divided 
into stimuli / unconditioned and 
conditioned stimuli.  

• Classical conditioning can be divided 
into responses / unconditioned and 
conditioned responses.  

• The is a relationship between stimuli 
and responses.  

• Pavlov’s experiment shows:   
o The unconditioned stimulus was 

the food. 
o The unconditioned response was 

the salivation of the dogs when 
seeing the food.  

o The conditioned stimulus was the 
sound of the bell.   

o The conditioned response was the 
dogs salivating when hearing the 
sound of the bell.  

 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
 



 

15 
© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 

Question Answer 
Total 
mark 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

4. (b) Ivan Pavlov’s theory had a huge influence 
on how people see themselves through 
their behaviour and learning process. 

 
Suggest ways in which childcare workers 
can support positive behaviour in the 
early years setting.  
 
Award up to 8 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for a suggestion that is 
not creditworthy. 
 
Award 1-2 marks for a limited 
suggestion which shows little knowledge 
and understanding of ways in which 
childcare workers can support positive 
behaviour in the early years setting. 
 
Award 3-4 marks for a good suggestion 
which shows some knowledge and 
understanding of ways in which childcare 
workers can support positive behaviour 
in the early years setting. 
 
Award 5-6 marks for a very good 
suggestion which shows sound 
knowledge and understanding of ways in 
which childcare workers can support 
positive behaviour in the early years 
setting. 
 
Award 7-8 marks for an excellent 
suggestion which shows detailed 
knowledge and understanding of ways in 
which childcare workers can support 
positive behaviour in the early years 
setting. 
 
Response may refer to:  

• Encourage positive / respectful 
relationships.  

• Use activities to develop 
interpersonal skills.  

• Help develop reasoning skills / 
problem solving skills. 

• Help children to develop emotional 
intelligence. 

• Help children to understand / make 
sense of their feelings / emotions.  

• Create a positive behaviour policy.  

• Defining boundaries.   

• Develop a respect for rules. 

8 8   
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Question Answer 
Total 
mark 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

• Create an understanding of 
acceptable / expected behaviours.  

• Create awareness / co-operation of 
behaviour expectations.  

• Engage parents / carers in 
understanding the expectations of 
behaviours.  

• Regular / positive / genuine use of 
praise and encouragement  

• Create simple / easy to follow rules / 
boundaries.  

• Provide specific / timely feedback to 
encourage understanding.  

• Give attention to positive behaviours. 

• Reward positive behaviour e.g. 
stickers, certificates, charts. 

• Create a quiet area to relax/calm 
down/ to provide thinking 
space/reduce overwhelming feelings 
or emotions. 

• Provide a consistent and fair 
environment.   

 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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Question Answer 
Total 
mark 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

5.  The school nurse plays a significant role 
in monitoring and promoting child health.  
 
Examine the role of a school nurse in 
providing health provision for school 
aged children.  
 
Award up to 7 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for an examination that 
is not creditworthy. 
 
Award 1-2 marks for a limited 
examination which shows little 
knowledge and understanding of the role 
of a school nurse in providing health 
provision for school aged children. 
 
Award 3-4 marks for a good 
examination which shows some 
knowledge and understanding of the role 
of a school nurse in providing health 
provision for school aged children. 
 
Award 5-7 marks for a very good 
examination which shows sound 
knowledge and understanding of the role 
of a school nurse in providing health 
provision for school aged children. 
 
Response may refer to:  
• Promoting healthy lifestyles for 

primary school aged children. 
• Promoting healthy lifestyles and 

lifestyle choices for adolescents and 
young adults hopefully with the aim of 
reducing risky behaviour. 

• Parental worries about their child. 
• Emotional health and well being. 
• Deliver immunisations. 
• General advice about health 

conditions. 
• Helping to ensure that children and 

young people with complex health 
needs can access education. 

• Support with toileting issues / 
bedwetting / constipation. 

• Relationship difficulties. 
• Support of children and young people 

in need or at risk of harm. 
• Monitor healthy growth and 

development. 

7   7 
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Question Answer 
Total 
mark 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

• Carry out the Child Measurement 
Programme.  

• School nurses work closely with a 
range of health professionals e.g. 
Health Visitors / GPs / Youth Workers 
/ Youth Intervention Service / Social 
Workers / Community Paediatric 
Services. 

 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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Question Answer 
Total 
mark 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

6.  Describe the importance and value of 
participating in school extra-curricular 
activities. 
 
Award up to 7 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for a description that is 
not creditworthy. 
 
Award 1-2 marks for a limited 
description which shows little knowledge 
and understanding of the importance and 
value of participating in school extra-
curricular activities. 
 
Award 3-4 marks for a good description 
which shows some knowledge and 
understanding of the importance and 
value of participating in school extra-
curricular activities. 
 
Award 5-6 marks for a very good 
description which shows sound 
knowledge and understanding of the 
importance and value of participating in 
school extra-curricular activities. 
 
Award 7 marks for an excellent 
description which shows detailed 
knowledge and understanding of the 
importance and value of participating in 
school extra-curricular activities. 
 
Response may refer to:  

• Improved academic performance / 
learning.  

• Positive learning experiences.  

• Help to explore personal interests.  

• Help to create a broader perspective. 

• Gain higher self-esteem. 

• Provide greater social opportunities. 

• Improve social development.  

• Improve communication skills.  

• Provide productive opportunities for 
learning.  

• Feeling of worthiness.  

• Help to grow self-confidence. 

• Greater self-worth and value.  

• Develops teamwork. 

• Develops problem solving skills.  

• Greater commitment.  

7  7  
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Question Answer 
Total 
mark 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

• Learn the importance of sharing time 
/ giving up personal time / caring for 
others / supporting others / helping 
others. 

• Create a sense of belonging / 
connection with others.  

• Being part of a team / group / club 
etc. 

• Improves time management.  

• Learn new skills.  

• Develop ideas of career choices. 

• Increase independence. 

• Increase motivation. 

• Help with meeting new people.  

• Experience different environments. 

• Take on new challenges.  

• Develop skills to support learning in 
the classroom.  

• Learn skills to support with 
understanding the world of work.  

• Character building / development.  

• Learn about personal strengths and 
weaknesses.  

• Develop leadership skills.  

• Develop resilience.  

• Develop greater self-awareness.  
 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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Question Answer 
Total 
mark 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

7.  Summarise the value of using child-
centred approaches to ensure children’s 
additional needs are met.   
 
Award up to 5 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for a summary that is 
not creditworthy. 
 
Award 1-2 marks for a limited summary 
which shows little knowledge and 
understanding of the value of using child-
centred approaches to ensure children’s 
additional needs are met.  
 
Award 3-4 marks for a good summary 
which shows some knowledge and 
understanding of the value of using child-
centred approaches to ensure children’s 
additional needs are met.  
 
Award 5 marks for a very good 
summary which shows sound knowledge 
and understanding of the value of using 
child-centred approaches to ensure 
children’s additional needs are met.   
 
Response may refer to:  

• Children learn on their own by picking 
different and certain activities that 
interest them. 

• Creates a sense of individuality and 
helps the child think for themselves.  

• The benefit of them playing on their 
own is that they work independently. 

• Using the right approach for a 
specific child can increase their 
chance of learning.  

• Supports additional learning needs. 

• Using the right approach may also 
enhance their self-esteem.  

• Child centred assessment and 
planning is a good way to make sure 
that the setting is giving children the 
best possible chance to develop at 
their own rate.  

• Observations are important to get to 
know the individuality of the child. 

• Child-centred approaches ensure 
observations are able to plan and 
met their individual needs. 

5 5   
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Question Answer 
Total 
mark 

AO1 AO2 AO3 

• Child-centred approaches take place 
each day through activities and 
interaction with the child. 

• Assessing children is an on-going 
process. 

• Routines and activities can also build 
on information needs and interests.  

• Assessments can also be made by 
other professionals to support 
additional needs. 

• Talking to the child can give you first-
hand information on their likes and 
dislikes. 

• Using child-centred realistic goals 
and targets can help the child to 
achieve their goals.  

• Child centred targets can also help to 
build children’s self-worth.  

• Child-centred approaches help to 
gain a good insight to each child’s 
needs. 

• Child-centred approaches can help to 
recognise any adjustments needed to 
help children with additional needs.  

• Child-centred approaches help to 
maintain or gain any goals.  

• Child-centred approaches as support 
opportunities to praise children for 
any achievements made. 

• Support a child will engage in an 
activity of their choice or something 
that they have an interest in.  

• Supports working with outside 
agencies for a child with any 
individual needs.  

• Child-centred approaches support a 
child’s understanding of activities and 
plans for the week ahead.  

• Supports understanding /stability and 
planning. 

 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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8.  Reflect on the reasons that may impact 
on a child’s attendance at school.  
 
Award up to 7 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for a reflection that is not 
creditworthy. 
 
Award 1-2 marks for a limited reflection 
which shows little knowledge and 
understanding of the various reasons 
that may impact on a child’s attendance 
at school. 
 
Award 3-4 marks for a good reflection 
which shows some knowledge and 
understanding of the various reasons 
that may impact on a child’s attendance 
at school. 
 
Award 5-7 marks for a very good 
reflection which shows sound knowledge 
and understanding of the various 
reasons that may impact on a child’s 
attendance at school. 
 
Response may refer to:  
• Holidays during term time.  
• Travel issues.  
• Financial concerns.  
• Truanting.  
• Behaviour issues.  
• Lack of parental boundaries  
• Young carers or responsibility for 

siblings.  
• Parents commitment to working 

hours. 
• Poor time management.  
• Experiencing personal/family 

transition.   
• Health condition.  
• Adverse childhood experiences 

(ACEs). 
• Bullying or friendship issues.  
• Anxiety and mental health.  
• Cultural or religious expectations.  
 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
 

7   7 
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9.  Reflection of practice is significant to 
bring about positive change for children.   
 
Explain how Gibbs reflective cycle 
supports and encourages positive 
change. 
 
Award up to 8 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for an explanation that is 
not creditworthy. 
 
Award 1-2 marks for a limited 
explanation which shows little knowledge 
and understanding of Gibbs reflective 
cycle supports and encourages positive 
change. 
 
Award 3-4 marks for a good explanation 
which shows some knowledge and 
understanding of Gibbs reflective cycle 
supports and encourages positive 
change. 
 
Award 5-6 marks for a very good 
explanation which shows sound 
knowledge and understanding of Gibbs 
reflective cycle supports and encourages 
positive change. 
 
Award 7-8 marks for an excellent 
response which shows detailed 
knowledge and understanding of Gibbs 
reflective cycle supports and encourages 
positive change.  
 
Response may refer to:  

• Helps to think about the ways to 
make improvements.  

• Assess the actions of past situations.  

• Assess what has been done and how 
it could have been made better. 

• Help to make sense of situations. 

• Supports positive reflection of the 
situation.  

• Helps with providing factual 
descriptions to support positive 
change.  

• Helps to analyse feelings and 
emotions.  

• Helps to reflect on external factors.  

8  8  



 

25 
© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 

Question Answer 
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• To provide an opportunity to think 
about what may be negative in the 
situation. 

• To provide an opportunity to think 
about what may be positive in the 
situation. 

• Helps to think about what has been 
learnt.  

• To provide an opportunity to think 
about what else could be done.  

• To think about how the situation can 
be improved / handled differently. 

• Reflection helps to think about 
experiences in a systematic way. 

• Provides structure to reflection.  

• Creates awareness of thoughts and 
actions.  

• Provides opportunity to create a 
better situation next time.  

• The process is a loop or circle.  
 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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10.  Assess how research into early years 
education informs new policy and 
legislation.  
 
Award up to 5 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for an assessment that 
is not creditworthy. 
 
Award 1-2 marks for a limited 
assessment which shows little 
knowledge and understanding of how 
research into early years education 
informs new policy and legislation. 
 
Award 3-4 marks for a good 
assessment which shows some 
knowledge and understanding of how 
research into early years education 
informs new policy and legislation. 
 
Award 5 marks for a very good 
assessment which shows sound 
knowledge and understanding of how 
research into early years education 
informs new policy and legislation. 
 
Response may refer to:  
 
Research:  

• Through data collection / data 
analysis. 

• Through examples of good practice. 

• Through identifying measures. 

• By producing guidance. 

• Through creating target setting. 

• By identifying benefits. 

• By identifying changes required. 

• Statistics.  
 
New policy / legislation: 

• Funding.  

• Entitlement of provision.  

• Increased provision.  

• Family support.  

• Childcare support. 

• Investment in resources. 

• Investment in support / teaching. 

• Targeted support. 

• Education reform. 

• Training and guidance. 

• Improvements in curriculum. 

5   5 
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• Support for disadvantaged / 
marginalised children.  

• Support for children with ALN / 
SEND. 

 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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11.  Examine the positive impact of Care 
Inspectorate Wales (CIW) when 
regulating children’s care, play and 
learning services. 
 
Award up to 9 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for an examination that 
is not creditworthy. 
 
Award 1-2 marks for a limited 
examination which shows little 
knowledge and understanding of the 
positive impact of Care Inspectorate 
Wales (CIW) when regulating children’s 
care, play and learning services. 
 
Award 3-4 marks for a good 
examination which shows some 
knowledge and understanding of the 
positive impact of Care Inspectorate 
Wales (CIW) when regulating children’s 
care, play and learning services. 
 
Award 5-7 marks for a very good 
examination which shows sound 
knowledge and understanding of the 
positive impact of Care Inspectorate 
Wales (CIW) when regulating children’s 
care, play and learning services. 
 
Award 8-9 marks for an excellent 
examination which shows detailed 
knowledge and understanding of the 
positive impact of Care Inspectorate 
Wales (CIW) when regulating children’s 
care, play and learning services. 
 
Response may refer to:  

• CIW are an independent regulator of 
social care and childcare in Wales. 

• CIW register / inspect / take action to 
improve the quality and safety of 
services.  

• Specialist CIW teams are in place to 
ensure that only services that meet 
all of the regulatory requirements are 
registered to care for children. 

• Ensure registered services 
understand their responsibility to 
provide safe and good quality care.  

• The CIW team will take action if 
services don’t provide safe care. 

9   9 
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• Improves the well-being of the people 
of Wales.  

• CIW regulate children’s services e.g. 
care homes for children / fostering 
services / adoption services / 
advocacy services and secure 
accommodation services.   

• Regulate childcare and play services 
e.g. child minders / crèches / full day 
care / sessional day care / out of 
school care / open access play 
provision. 

• CIW inspect services registered to 
check that they provide safe care. 

• CIW provide a caring approach.  

• CIW provide a fair / consistent / 
impartial and inclusive service. 

• Ensure integrity / honesty and a 
trustworthy service. 

• Professional - are skilled, 
knowledgeable and innovative. 

• CIW carry out functions on behalf of 
Welsh Ministers.  

• CIW provide assurance on the quality 
and safety of services for children. 

• CIW decide who can provide services 
for children.  

• Inspect / evaluate the well-being of 
individuals receiving care and the 
extent which outcomes are being 
achieved.  

• Inspect quality of care and support 
e.g. qualified staff / knowledgeable / 
skilled / motivated and supporting 
children to achieve the best possible 
outcomes.  

• Inspect / evaluate the physical 
environment are safe / clean / 
accessible / comfortable / welcoming 
/ well-maintained / stimulating, and 
suitably equipped and furnished.  

• CIW inspect and drive improvement 
of regulated services / local authority 
social services.  

• Ensure that people using services 
are supported to achieve the best 
possible outcomes / are not placed at 
risk or do not experience harm.  

• Make referrals of safeguard concerns  

• Undertake national reviews of social 
care services. 
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• Take action to ensure services meet 
legislative and regulatory 
requirements. 

• Respond to concerns raised about 
social care and childcare services. 

• Aim to improve care by encouraging 
and promoting improvements in the 
safety and quality of social care 
services.  

• Take action to ensure services meet 
legislative and regulatory 
requirements. 

• Follow-up on concerns raised about 
regulated services.  

• Enforce penalties where shortfall are 
identified / end services.  

 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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Mapping of Assessment Objectives:  External Examination -SAMs  
(THIS IS NOT INDICATIVE FOR EVERY EXAMINATION) 

 Content AO1 AO2 AO3 Total mark 

1. 1.1 8   8 

2. (a) 1.2   7 
13 

 (b) 1.2  6  

3. (a) 1.2 6   
13 

 (b) 1.2 7   

4. (a) 2.2  10  
18 

 (b) 2.1 8   

5. 3.3   7 7 

6. 4.1  7  7 

7. 4.3 5   5 

8. 4.3   7 7 

9. 4.4  8  8 

10. 5.3   5 5 

11. 5.4   9 9 

TOTAL  34 31 35 100 marks 

  % % %  

Minimum 
weightings 

 31-36% 31-36% 33-38%  
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Mapping Document  
 

SAMS 

Question 
Mark 

allocation 
Question type/Command verbs 

January 
2022 

Summer 
2022 

Section A 

1. 8 Outline   

2. (a) 7 Consider   

 (b) 6 Describe   

3. (a) 6 Define   

 (b) 7 Outline   

4. (a) 10 Explain   

 (b) 8 Suggest   

5. 7 Examine   

6. 7 Describe   

7. 5 Summarise   

8. 7 Reflect   

9. 8 Explain   

10. 5 Assess   

11. 9 Examine   

 
All command verbs used in the SAMs have been tested with stakeholders and they were felt 
to be appropriate. 
 
The mapping document will be used to ensure comparability across each live paper.   
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