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INTRODUCTION 
 
This marking scheme was used by WJEC for the 2021 examination. It was finalised after 
detailed discussion at examiners' conferences by all the examiners involved in the 
assessment. The conference was held shortly after the paper was taken so that reference 
could be made to the full range of candidates' responses, with photocopied scripts forming 
the basis of discussion. The aim of the conference was to ensure that the marking scheme 
was interpreted and applied in the same way by all examiners. 
 
It is hoped that this information will be of assistance to centres but it is recognised at the 
same time that, without the benefit of participation in the examiners' conference, teachers 
may have different views on certain matters of detail or interpretation. 
 
WJEC regrets that it cannot enter into any discussion or correspondence about this marking 
scheme. 
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LEVEL 3 CHILDREN’S CARE, PLAY, LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT:  
PRACTICE AND THEORY – UNIT 330 

 
AUTUMN 2021 MARK SCHEME 

 
 

Guidance for examiners 
 
Positive marking  
 
It should be remembered that candidates are writing under examination conditions and credit 
should be given for what the candidate writes, rather than adopting the approach of 
penalising him/her for any omissions. It should be possible for a very good response to 
achieve full marks and a very poor one to achieve zero marks. Marks should not be 
deducted for a less than perfect answer if it satisfies the criteria of the mark scheme.  
 
For questions that are objective or points-based, the mark scheme should be applied 
precisely. Marks should be awarded as indicated and no further subdivision made.  
 
Mark schemes often list points which may be included in candidates' answers. The list is not 
exhaustive. The inclusion of 'Credit any other valid response.' (or similar instruction) within 
mark schemes allows for the possible variation in candidates' responses. Credit should be 
given according to the accuracy and relevance of candidates’ answers.  
 
Appropriate terminology is reflected in exemplar responses in mark schemes. However, 
unless there is a specific requirement within a question, candidates may be awarded marks 
where the answer is accurate but expressed in their own words. 
 
Banded mark schemes  
 
For band marked questions, mark schemes are in two parts; the indicative content and the 
assessment grid. 
 
The indicative content suggests the range of points and issues which may be included in 
candidates' answers. It can be used to assess the quality of the candidate's response. As 
noted above, indicative content is not intended to be exhaustive and candidates do not have 
to include all the indicative content to reach the highest level of the mark scheme.  
 
However, in order to reach the highest level of the mark scheme a candidate must meet the 
requirements of the highest mark band. Where a response is not creditworthy, that is, it 
contains nothing of any significance to the mark scheme, or where no response has been 
provided, no marks should be awarded.  
 
In Level 3 Children's Care, Play, Learning and Development: Practice and Theory, each 
question will address one or more assessment objective: from AO1, AO2 or AO3. Where 
appropriate, the assessment grid sub-divides the total mark to allocate a question into 
individual assessment objectives. These are shown in bands in the mark scheme. For each 
assessment objective, descriptors will indicate the different skills and qualities at the 
appropriate level.  
 
Candidates' responses to questions are assessed against the relevant assessment 
objectives. Where a question addresses more than one assessment objective, candidates 
may achieve different bands within that question. In these cases, a mark will be awarded for 
each assessment objective then totalled to give an overall mark for the question.  
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The marking of banded mark questions should always be positive. This means that, for each 
candidate's response, marks are accumulated for the demonstration of relevant skills, 
knowledge and understanding; they are not deducted from a maximum on the basis of errors 
or omissions. 
 
Examiners should first read and annotate the candidate's answer to pick out the evidence 
that is being assessed in that question. The mark scheme can then be applied. This is done 
as a two-stage process.  
 
Stage 1 – Deciding on the band  
 
Beginning at the lowest band, examiners should look at the candidate's answer and check 
whether it matches the descriptors for that band. If the descriptors at the lowest band are 
satisfied, examiners should move up to the next band and repeat this process for each band 
until the descriptors match the answer.  
 
If an answer covers different aspects of different bands within the mark scheme, a ‘best fit’ 
approach should be adopted to decide on the band and then the candidate's response 
should be used to decide on the mark within the band. For instance, if a response is mainly 
in band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the answer would be placed in band 
2, but the mark awarded would be close to the top of band 2 as a result of the band 3 
content.  
 
Examiners should not seek to mark candidates down as a result of small omissions in minor 
areas of an answer.  
 
Stage 2 – Deciding on the mark  
 
During standardising (the marking conference), detailed advice from the Principal Examiner 
on the qualities of each mark band will be given. Examiners will then receive examples of 
answers in each mark band that have been awarded a mark by the Principal Examiner. 
Examiners should mark the examples and compare their marks with those of the Principal 
Examiner.  
 
When marking, examiners can use these examples to decide whether a candidate's 
response is of a superior, inferior or comparable standard to the example. Examiners are 
reminded of the need to revisit the answer as they apply the mark scheme in order to 
confirm that the band and the mark allocated is appropriate to the response provided. 
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Question Answer Total 
mark AO1 AO2 AO3 

1. (a) 1.2 Promoting general health and well-being for pre-
conceptual care and during pregnancy is a priority for 
maternal and child health. 
 
Describe a range of factors that contribute towards a 
healthy pregnancy.   
 
Award up to 5 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for a response that is not creditworthy. 
Award 1-2 marks for a basic description which shows 
limited knowledge and understanding of the factors that 
contribute towards a healthy pregnancy. 
Award 3-4 marks for a good description which shows 
some knowledge and understanding of the factors that 
contribute towards a healthy pregnancy. 
Award 5 marks for a very good description which 
shows sound knowledge and understanding of the 
factors that contribute towards a healthy pregnancy. 
 
Response may refer to:  
• Avoid alcohol as it affects the development of the 

baby in the womb e.g. the brain / the spinal cord  
• Avoid smoking to reduce risks of complications e.g. 

low birth weight / placental problems   
• Avoid passive smoking 
• Avoid exposure to air pollution during pregnancy 

which can increase the risks of premature birth / low 
birthweight  

• Avoid contact sports where there is a risk of harm 
e.g. injury / falling / collision 

• Eating a healthy and balance diet and avoid high 
risk foods e.g. raw eggs / undercooked meats / 
shellfish / liver etc.    

• To drink plenty of water and stay hydrated  
• To eat plenty of foods rich in natural folic acid e.g. 

green leafy vegetables / bread / beans / pulses    
• To keep active and fit during pregnancy with 

moderate exercise  
• To have regular ante-natal care and medical check-

ups  
• Take steps to reduce any domestic stress or anxiety 

that may cause harm in pregnancy / after birth 
• Receive routine and non-routine monitoring 

screening checks as appropriate 
• To be informed regarding recommended vitamins 

and supplements such as folic acid and vitamin D   
  
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
 

5 5   
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Question Answer Total 
mark AO1 AO2 AO3 

2. 1.2 Examine how the Well-being of Future Generations 
(Wales) Act 2015 aims to support the goal ‘A Healthier 
Wales’ for current and future generations.  
 
Award up to 6 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for a response that is not creditworthy. 
Award 1-2 marks for a basic examination which shows 
limited knowledge and understanding of how the Well-
being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 support 
the goal ‘A Healthier Wales’ for current and future 
generations.  
Award 3-4 marks for a good examination which shows 
some knowledge and understanding of how the Well -
being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 support 
the goal ‘A Healthier Wales’ for current and future 
generations.  
Award 5-6 marks for a very good examination which 
shows sound knowledge and understanding of how the 
Well -being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 
support the goal ‘A Healthier Wales’ for current and 
future generations.  
 
Response may refer to:  
• ‘A Healthier Wales’ A society in which people’s 

physical and mental well-being is maximised and in 
which choices and behaviours that benefit future 
health are understood 

• To create a community-based approach to the well-
being goals 

• To create a healthier community improving different 
economic, social, environmental and cultural 
aspects  

• A people-based approach to help understand 
individual’s well-being e.g. leading to positive 
changes in people’s lives / changes now and in the 
future. 

• To support children’s needs i.e. education / health / 
well-being needs etc. 

• To be able to see the doctor when needed 
• To feel safe in the community where you live and 

promote positive well-being 
• To have essential needs met e.g. clean water to 

drink / clean air to breathe / good nutritious food to 
eat  

• To prevent persistent problems such as poverty and 
health inequalities etc.  

• To work in a sustainable way to look towards the 
future and long-term needs  

• To make a positive contribution to global well-being  
• To reduce energy demands  

6   6 
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Question Answer Total 
mark AO1 AO2 AO3 

  • Identify where the main determinants of poverty 
exist, how they work together and what 
opportunities there might be.  

• To identify determinants of health that derive from 
our environment, society and economy.  

• To improve poor air quality, nutrition, access to 
green space and income etc.  

• To tackle the causes of, and deal with the effects of 
climate change  

• To make a long-lasting, positive change to current 
and future generations 

• To improve the health of the population through 
prevention and early intervention   

• To support people to live active, happy and healthy 
lives etc.  

• To improve efficiency and quality of services 
through collaboration with people, communities and 
partners etc. 

• To assess mental health needs and concerns   
• Provide mental health and suicide awareness 

training  
• Review policies to ensure opportunities are 

optimised to improve health and wellbeing  
 

This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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Question Answer Total 
mark AO1 AO2 AO3 

3. 1.3 Technology plays a significant role in the day to day life 
of children, young people and families.  
 
Discuss the positive and negative effects of technology 
on children and young people’s health and wellbeing.   
 
Award up to 7 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for a response that is not creditworthy. 
Award 1-2 marks for a basic discussion which shows 
limited knowledge and understanding of the positive 
and negative effects of technology on children and 
young people’s health and well-being 
Award 3-5 marks for a good discussion which shows 
some knowledge and understanding of the positive and 
negative effects of technology on children and young 
people’s health and well-being 
Award 6-7 marks for a very good discussion which 
shows sound knowledge and understanding of the 
positive and negative effects of technology on children 
and young people’s health and well-being 
 
Response may refer to: 
 
Technology refers to digital and analogue materials, 
including software programs, applications (apps), 
broadcast and streaming media, children’s television 
programming, e-books, and the Internet.  
 
Positives: 
• An educational tool for learning 
• Educational games to gain new skills 
• Supports leisure time  
• Offers an alternative learning style to develop 
• Use of strategies and concepts  
• Parental guidance and learning opportunities  
• Discussion and communication through family 

interaction 
• Visual /audio stimulus / learning forum  
• Supports issues relating to emotional wellbeing 

through discussion and guidance  
• Creates boundaries and control of behaviour  
• Rewards and points through group and school 

charts e.g. ClassDojo, class charts  
• Communication tool to support interaction, 

relationships and friendships  
 

7  7  



 

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 7 

Question Answer Total 
mark AO1 AO2 AO3 

  Negatives:  
• Affects the way children’s brains grow and develop, 

problem solving abilities are less developed / 
attention span is inconsistent or lower 
Developmental delays in vocabulary and 
communication skills Can create low self-esteem / 
low self-image  

• Greater risk of anxiety / depression / inability to 
manage emotions among children and young 
people  

• Creates a distracting environment / affects 
children’s sleep patterns 

• Less opportunities for imaginative / creative play 
• Higher incidence of obesity  
• Cyber bullying impacting on children’s emotional 

development and mental health 
• Change children’s outlook and behaviour and 

creates a greater frequency of mood swings  
• Technology is faster and can create erratic 

behaviour  
• Exposure to inappropriate materials / heightens 

safeguarding risks / concerns for safety 
• Less contact with important role models in 

children’s lives  
• Fragmented family life / reduced parental attention   

 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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Question Answer Total 
mark AO1 AO2 AO3 

4. (a) 2.2 Local and National Services in Wales are a vital source 
of support, promoting children and young people’s 
mental health and well-being. 
 
Outline the support the Child and Adolescent Mental 
Health Services (CAMHS) can provide for children and 
young people. 
 
Award up to 5 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for a response that is not creditworthy. 
Award 1-2 marks for a basic outline which shows 
limited knowledge and understanding of the support the 
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) 
can provide for children 
Award 3-4 marks for a good outline which shows some 
knowledge and understanding of the support the Child 
and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) can 
provide for children 
Award 5 marks for a very good outline which shows 
sound knowledge and understanding of the support the 
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) 
can provide for children 
 
Response may refer to:  
• Support provided through CAMHS e.g. 

o Learning disability teams  
o Substance misuse teams  
o Crisis/home treatment teams  
o Paediatric liaison teams  
o Support for children/young people with gender 

dysphoria  
o Support for children and young people who are 

deaf 
o Specialist obsessive compulsive disorder 

services 
• CAMHS is a support services in the UK, providing 

support through teams made up of nurses, 
therapists, psychologists, support workers and 
social workers, as well as other professionals as 
needed  

• CAMHS services work with the whole family to 
support a young person's health. 

• Supports all levels of severity from prevention and 
early intervention  

• Supports other agencies/professionals working with 
children and young people  

• Supports and focuses on the relationships and 
systems surrounding the child or young person 

5 5   
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Question Answer Total 
mark AO1 AO2 AO3 

  • Supports children and young people with emotional 
or well-being difficulties e.g.  
o Any difficulties in school or with friends 
o Any general health problems, either now or in 

the past 
o Any big family events or issues like divorce or 

bereavement 
o Any recent trauma e.g. emotional, sexual or 

physical abuse 
• CAMHS is an NHS service to support children and 

young people 
• CAMHS supports services e.g. social care, hospital 

or private treatment 
• CAMHS assesses and treats young people with 

emotional, behavioural or mental health difficulties 
• CAMHS support covers depression, problems with 

food, self-harm, abuse, violence or anger, bipolar, 
schizophrenia and anxiety e.g. 
o Emotional disorders (e.g. phobias, anxiety, 

depression)  
o Conduct disorders e.g. Physical / verbal 

aggression / persistent vandalism  
o Obsessive compulsive disorder (OCD) 
o Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) 
o Attention deficit disorder (ADD) 
o Tics disorders / Tourette’s syndrome  
o Autism spectrum disorders (ASD)  
o Substance misuse problems  
o Eating disorders e.g. anorexia nervosa / bulimia 

nervosa  
o Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) 
o The psychological effects of abuse and neglect  
o Attachment disorders  

 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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Question Answer Total 
mark AO1 AO2 AO3 

4. (b) 2.2 Local and National Services in Wales are a vital source 
of support, promoting children and young people’s 
mental health and well-being. 
 
Describe the benefits of Child and Adolescent Mental 
Health Services (CAMHS) when supporting children’s 
mental health and wellbeing. 
 
Award up to 5 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for a response that is not creditworthy. 
Award 1-2 marks for a basic description which shows 
limited knowledge and understanding of the benefits of 
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) 
when supporting children’s mental health and wellbeing 
Award 3-4 marks for a good description which shows 
some knowledge and understanding of the benefits of 
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) 
when supporting children’s mental health and wellbeing 
Award 5 marks for a very good description which 
shows sound knowledge and understanding of the 
benefits of Child and Adolescent Mental Health 
Services (CAMHS) when supporting children’s mental 
health and wellbeing 
 
Response may refer to:  
• All children and young people are given the skills, 

knowledge and resources to look after their mental 
health 

• Better well-being and good outcomes for mental 
health 

• Fewer children developing mental health problems  
• Children’s abilities to develop and learn positivity  
• Help more children and young people who develop 

mental health problems to have a good quality of 
life 

• More children and young people with mental health 
problems will recover  

• A greater ability to manage their own lives / stronger 
social relationships / a greater sense of purpose  

• Children and young people will have the 
opportunities to gain the skills they need for living 
and working / improved chances in education / 
better employment 

• To have provisions put in place for a suitable and 
stable environment to live as young people reach 
adulthood  

• To help ensure that fewer children and young 
people with mental health problems will be at risk of 
premature deaths 

• Improvements in the mental health and well-being 
of children and young people with serious physical 
illness and long-term conditions 

5 5   
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Question Answer Total 
mark AO1 AO2 AO3 

  • Provides access to appropriate and early 
interventions 

• Provides the benefits of positive approaches that 
give children, young people and their families the 
choice and control over their own lives / positive 
experience of care  

• Fewer children and young people will suffer 
avoidable harm.  

• Fewer children and young people will experience 
stigma and discrimination 

• Benefits of improved public understanding and 
awareness, and as a result, negative attitudes and 
behaviours to children and young people with 
mental health problems will decrease 

• To help all young people develop resilience from a 
young age, so that they are equipped to deal with 
life’s normal ups-and- downs 

• To help children and young people understand their 
emotions, and to seek help when they need it  

• Provide parents and families with the knowledge 
how to support children who are struggling to cope 

 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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Question Answer Total 
mark AO1 AO2 AO3 

5. 3.3 Drug and alcohol misuse are well documented amongst 
adolescents and often occur as result of peer pressure. 
 
Describe the value of education targeted information on 
drug and alcohol misuse to promote the well-being of 
children and young people 
 
Award up to 7 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for a response that is not creditworthy. 
Award 1-2 marks for a basic description which shows 
limited knowledge and understanding of the value of 
education targeted information on drug and alcohol 
misuse to promote the well-being of children and young 
people 
Award 3-5 marks for a good description which shows 
some knowledge and understanding of the value of 
education targeted information on drug and alcohol 
misuse to promote the well-being of children and young 
people 
Award 6-7 marks for a very good description which 
shows sound knowledge and understanding of the 
value of education targeted information on drug and 
alcohol misuse to promote the well-being of children 
and young people 
 
Response may refer to:  
• To be able to support and protect children and 

young people from harm by building their self-
efficacy and resilience to risk 

• To develop knowledge, understanding, skills and 
attitudes to make healthy choices and develop 
healthy behaviours in their lives; now and in the 
future 

• To reduce the attitudes towards alcohol being seen 
to facilitate socialising, and maintaining friendships 
etc. 

• Educating children on the factors that influence 
underage drinking include values / beliefs / 
attributes / dispositions and psychological condition 
etc. 

• To provide factual data about what substance 
abuse is and the consequences that addiction can 
have on the mental health / family / relationships / 
and other areas of functioning  

• Educate children and young people of the effects of 
substance abuse, to raise awareness of how a drug 
can affect their minds / bodies / relationships etc.  

• Create an understanding and realisation of the 
potential damage that could occur / or the damage 
that has already occurred  

7 7   
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Question Answer Total 
mark AO1 AO2 AO3 

  • Targeting and supporting young people who are 
less successful / have lower expectations of 
achievement / or who are less motivated at school  

• Targeting and supporting young people who have 
tendencies towards rebelliousness at school/home 
or experience little parental control  

• Targeting and supporting young people who may 
have difficulties with stress, anxiety and depression  

• To provide updated information on current trends 
and influences  

• Information on how to deal with a family member or 
friend who is struggling with a substance use 
disorder 

• Raise awareness for pupils of the various internal 
and external support structures that provide advice 
and guidance  

• Substance abuse education can include information 
about what the treatment entails to prepare 
everyone involved for the potential outcomes 

 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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Question Answer Total 
mark AO1 AO2 AO3 

6. 4.1 Active and experiential learning has a significant impact 
on children in the early years. To support the children’s 
knowledge and understanding of ‘living things’ the 
nursery staff have set up a new garden area. 
 
Suggest how the garden area offers opportunities to 
develop the children’s skills and knowledge through 
active and experiential learning. 
 
Award up to 6 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for a response that is not creditworthy. 
Award 1-2 marks for a basic suggestion/s which show 
limited knowledge and understanding of how the 
garden area offers opportunities to develop the 
children’s skills and knowledge through active and 
experiential learning 
Award 3-4 marks for good suggestion/s which shows 
some knowledge and understanding of how the garden 
area offers opportunities to develop the children’s skills 
and knowledge through active and experiential learning 
Award 5-6 marks for very good suggestion/s which 
shows sound knowledge and understanding of how the 
garden area offers opportunities to develop the 
children’s skills and knowledge through active and 
experiential learning 
 
Response may refer to:  
• Children can experience an appropriate level of 

challenge and support from the adults e.g. 
opportunities for children to get involved in learning/ 
actively learning not passive 

• Children can make the links between cause and 
effect in the context of how plants grow e.g. what 
plants need to have for healthy growth / how 
vegetables are produced 

• Offers opportunities for learning according to the 
interests and abilities of the children   

• Children can learn from first-hand, experiential and 
practical, hands-on activities e.g. allows children to 
take calculated risks / learn from their mistakes / 
help children to see why some things haven’t 
worked out / learning though trial and error 

• Supports the development of positive attitudes to 
new experiences and stimulates a growing interest 
in the world around them     

• Offers an environment to experience learning first-
hand, in an imaginative, stimulating and creative 
outdoor area  

6 6   
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Question Answer Total 
mark AO1 AO2 AO3 

  • Offers a balance of adult-directed focused activities 
and child-initiated independent learning e.g. 
opportunities to organise resources in such a way 
that children can make choices about what they 
want to use and when  

• Provides an environment that allows children to 
develop independently e.g. by making sure that 
resources are stored where children can access 
them easily 

• Provides opportunities for a rich and stimulating 
curriculum and environment that promotes 
children’s all-round development    

• Develops children’s physical skills e.g. fine and 
gross motor skills through using a range of tools  

• To create an environment be rich in print, in English 
and/or Welsh where appropriate  

• Offers opportunities for challenge to the continuous 
provision to help move children’s learning forward 
e.g. through varied resources / questions / 
suggestions etc. 

• Children can experiment with a range of natural and 
living things to develop their use of language / 
literacy / communication skills etc. 

• Supports and provides opportunities for 
mathematical development through awareness of 
space, height and distance etc. 

• Develop opportunities for children’s scientific 
understanding through exploration / investigation / 
prediction / observation e.g. children planting seeds 
and see how living things grow  

• Development of children’s personal and social skills 
e.g. encourages sharing / co-operative play / 
supports choice / participation / direction their own 
learning etc.  

• To value and celebrate all children’s contribution 
offer opportunities for, independence, self -
expression / talking / discussing / communicating / 
listening etc. 

• Offers opportunity to have challenge and risk 
through risk benefit e.g. awareness of potential 
hazards and to learn how to handle apparatus 
safely etc. 

 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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Question Answer Total 
mark AO1 AO2 AO3 

7. (a) 4.2 Amelia is four years old and attends her local primary 
school. Amelia has a number of physical needs due to 
health, sight and hearing issues as she has Down’s 
syndrome and requires extra support.  
 
(a) Explain the role of the Additional Learning Needs 

Co-ordinator (ALNCo) when supporting Amelia’s 
holistic development. 

 
Award up to 8 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for a response that is not creditworthy. 
Award 1-2 marks for a basic explanation which shows 
limited knowledge and understanding of the role of the 
Additional Learning Needs coordinator (ALNCo) when 
supporting Amelia’s holistic development 
Award 3-4 marks for a good explanation which shows 
some knowledge and understanding of the role of the 
Additional Learning Needs coordinator (ALNCo) when 
supporting Amelia’s holistic development 
Award 5-6 marks for a very good explanation which 
shows sound knowledge and understanding of the role 
of the Additional Learning Needs coordinator (ALNCo) 
when supporting Amelia’s holistic development 
Award 7-8 marks for an excellent explanation which 
shows detailed knowledge and understanding of the 
role of the Additional Learning Needs coordinator 
(ALNco) when supporting Amelia’s holistic development 
 
Response may refer to:  
• Implementing the Additional Learning Need 

(ALN) policy with recognition of Amelia’s needs e.g. 
oversee the day-to-day operation of the setting’s 
policy on ALN  

• Liaising and offering advice to school staff 
on Amelia’s ALN issues e.g. providing professional 
support to all staff to enable the early identification, 
assessment and planning for learners with ALN  

• Managing ALN support staff in relation to Amelia’s 
holistic needs e.g. contribution to in-service training 
for teachers  

• Liaising with Amelia’s family and arranging review 
meetings e.g. to be a source of knowledge and 
support on children’s specific learning needs 

• To liaise with the Amelia and her family to ensure 
consistent understanding of needs 

• Ensuring the appropriate educational plan is in 
place to support Amelia’s holistic learning needs  

• Overseeing the day-to-day operation of the 
school’s ALN policy - Promoting inclusion for 
Amelia in all areas of learning within the education 
settings  

8   8  
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Question Answer Total 
mark AO1 AO2 AO3 

  • Co-ordinating provision for children with ALN e.g. 
contributing to the development and implementation 
of appropriate ALN procedures within the setting to 
improve Amelia’s outcomes 

• Managing Learning Support e.g. co-ordinating 
provision across the education setting for Amelia 

• Overseeing the records of all children with ALN e.g. 
ensuring IDPs are developed and reviewed 
appropriately  

• Liaising with external agencies including any 
advisory teachers, educational psychology services, 
health and social services to ensure consistency 

 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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Question Answer Total 
mark AO1 AO2 AO3 

7. (b) 4.2 Amelia is four years old and attends her local primary 
school. Amelia has several physical needs due to 
health, sight and hearing issues as she has Down’s 
syndrome and requires extra support.  
 
Justify the value of an Individual Development Plan 
(IDP) when supporting Amelia’s additional needs 
 
Award up to 9 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for a response that is not creditworthy. 
Award 1-3 marks for a basic justification which shows 
limited knowledge and understanding of the value of an 
individual development plan (IDP) when supporting 
Amelia’s additional needs 
Award 4-5 marks for a good justification which shows 
some knowledge and understanding of the value of an 
individual development plan (IDP) when supporting 
Amelia’s additional needs 
Award 6-7 marks for a very good justification which 
shows sound knowledge and understanding of the 
value of an individual development plan (IDP) when 
supporting Amelia’s additional needs  
Award 8-9 marks for an excellent justification which 
shows detailed knowledge and understanding of the 
value of an individual development plan (IDP) when 
supporting Amelia’s additional needs. 
 
Response may refer to:  
• To create an individual development plan (IDP) to 

meet Amelia’s communication and interaction / 
cognition and learning, social / emotional and 
mental health / sensory and physical needs 

• All children including Amelia should be provided 
with an education that enables them to achieve the 
best educational outcomes. 

• To have arrangements in place to support 
all children’s individual needs including those 
with ALN disabilities 

• Early identification is crucial in helping Amelia 
achieve her outcomes 

• Settings must make reasonable adjustments to help 
support children with ALN and/or disabilities.  

• Awareness and practice of the Equality Act 2010 to 
avoid discrimination  

• Inclusive practice should be demonstrated 
throughout the setting, e.g. allowing all children to 
access the same learning opportunities  

• All staff to have awareness of their role in identifying 
and supporting all children’s individual needs 

9   9 
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  • How to identify children’s individual needs and 
interests, including children’s starting points and 
ongoing achievements 

• To develop understanding of how to use 
observations and assessments to plan effectively 
for the next stage in children’s learning 

• Reflects on the different stages of planning / long 
term / medium term / short term 

• Examines how to plan stimulating and challenging 
experiences to support all children to make good or 
outstanding progress 

 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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mark AO1 AO2 AO3 

8. 4.1 Gethin is two years old and will soon be attending the 
Flying Start childcare setting in his village. His mum and 
dad are a little anxious as Gethin has not yet started to 
talk. They plan to discuss their concerns when they visit 
the setting. 

 
Discuss how the Flying Start staff can work in partnership 
with Gethin’s parents to support his early speech, 
language and communication.  
 
Award up to 9 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for a response that is not creditworthy. 
Award 1-3 marks for a basic discussion which shows 
limited knowledge and understanding of how the Flying 
Start staff can work in partnership with Gethin’s parents to 
support early speech, language and communication 
Award 4-5 marks for a good discussion which shows 
some knowledge and understanding of how the Flying 
Start staff can work in partnership with Gethin’s parents to 
support early speech, language and communication 
Award 6-7 marks for a very good discussion which shows 
sound knowledge and understanding of how the Flying 
Start staff can work in partnership with Gethin’s parents to 
support early speech, language and communication 
Award 8-9 marks for an excellent discussion which 
shows detailed knowledge and understanding of how the 
Flying Start staff can work in partnership with Gethin’s 
parents to support early speech, language and 
communication 
 
Response may refer to:  
• All Flying Start families are offered access to formal 

parenting programmes / encourage parents to attend 
all sessions 

• Encourage participation in parenting programmes to 
teach Gethin’s parents how to support their child's 
language development using positive praise and 
encouragement  

• Staff can work in partnership with Gethin’s parents to 
maximise motivation / encourage opportunities to 
facilitate early speech / language and communication 
etc. 

• Gethin’s parents can be offered the opportunity to be 
awarded an accreditation on completion of an early 
language course  

• Flying Start parenting programmes incorporate 
strategies to help parents support their child’s 
language development, for example the ‘Incredible 
Years’ Parents and Toddler programme  

• Encourage parenting programmes to increase the 
quantity and variety of parental speech / critical 
language  

9  9  
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  • Encouraging one to one interaction with 
parents/carers and their child e.g. speaking / 
reading / discussing etc. 

• To work with and educate parents/carers on the 
amount of language directed at children by 
parents/carers as a positive source of children’s 
language development  

• Use of the ‘Wellcomm’ speech and language toolkit 
in partnership with Gethin’s parents to identify and 
provide targeted intervention 

• Promoting and encouraging the use of ‘Every child 
a talker’ to support early years workers and 
parents/carers to promote speech, language and 
communication development in children  

• Support partnership with Gethin’s parents to 
implement play plans to provide individualised 
interventions and communication for Gethin 

• Highlight to Gethin’s parents the positive impact of 
regular and consistent interactions for their 
children’s speech and language development   

• To raise awareness of and promote the ‘Learning to 
Talk’ key messages to Gethin’s parents 

• Working in partnership with Gethin’s parents to 
improve the quality of parent-child interactions from 
conception to age 5 years  

• Provide targeted intervention to Gethin as he has 
early identified speech, language and 
communication need  

• Work with Gethin’s parents to support Gethin to 
acquire speech and language skills comparable to 
his expected milestones  

 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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9. 4.4 Differentiation is an important strategy to improve 
children’s learning outcomes.  
 
Examine how early years workers can provide a rich 
learning experience for all children through 
differentiation.  
 
Award up to 10 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for a response that is not creditworthy. 
Award 1-2 marks for a basic examination which shows 
limited knowledge and understanding of how early 
years workers can provide a rich learning experience 
for all children through differentiation 
Award 3-4 marks for a good examination which shows 
some knowledge and understanding of how early years 
workers can provide a rich learning experience for all 
children through differentiation 
Award 5-7 marks for a very good examination which 
shows sound knowledge and understanding of how 
early years workers can provide a rich learning 
experience for all children through differentiation 
Award 8-10 marks for an excellent examination which 
shows detailed knowledge and understanding of how 
early years workers can provide a rich learning 
experience for all children through differentiation 
 
Response may refer to:  
• To offer varied learning areas e.g. a variety of 

opportunities for children to explore their developing 
skills through play 

• To change the teaching approach from year to year/ 
with individual children 

• Providing materials and resources that have more 
than one way to be used  

• Design lessons based on children’s learning styles. 
• Group students by shared interest / topic / ability of 

activities  
• To assess children’s learning using formative 

assessment / adapting lessons accordingly 
• Manage the classroom to create a safe and 

supportive environment 
• Continually assess and adjust lesson content to 

meet the children’s needs. 
• Careful selection of materials and resources to fit 

the children’s specific developmental levels 
• To create varied learning activities for children who 

have different experiences / interests / or preferred 
ways of learning etc. 

• To allow children to develop appropriate ways to 
use and understand concepts as a part of their daily 
learning experiences  

10   10 
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  • The childcare workers shifting how he/she speaks 
to individual children, with consideration to the 
questions that are asked / how he/she 
demonstrates the purpose or use of the materials / 
resources based on the individual child abilities 

• Adjusting or changing the lesson or activity  
• Changes the lesson or activity goals based on the 

specific needs of the learner 
• Differentiating by process involves taking learning 

styles / readiness / interest into consideration etc. 
 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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10. 5.2 Role play is a valuable active learning experience for 
children in the early years and provides children with 
the opportunities to explore real life or imaginary 
worlds.  
 
Explain the benefits of role play in promoting children’s 
holistic learning and development.  
 
Award up to 9 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for a response that is not creditworthy. 
Award 1-2 marks for a basic explanation which shows 
limited knowledge and understanding of the benefits of 
role play in promoting children’s holistic learning and 
development. 
Award 3-5 marks for a good explanation which shows 
some knowledge and understanding of the benefits of 
role play in promoting children’s holistic learning and 
development. 
Award 6-7 marks for a very good explanation which 
shows sound knowledge and understanding of the 
benefits of role play in promoting children’s holistic 
learning and development. 
Award 8-9 marks for an excellent explanation which 
shows detailed knowledge and understanding of the 
benefits of role play in promoting children’s holistic 
learning and development. 
 
Response may refer to:  
• Role play promotes children’s learning and 

development through child-initiated activities and 
opportunities for play e.g. children’s own ideas / 
creativity /imagination / expression / free play etc. 

• Role play develops children’s intellectual knowledge 
and understanding and builds on what children 
already know through practice and first-hand 
experiential activities  

• Children can learn through a variety of resources 
offering opportunities for independent 
choice/planning/problem solving and decision 
making    

• Role play offers opportunities for observation e.g. 
children’s developmental needs/assessment and 
resources for further challenge  

• Role play offers opportunities to extend children’s 
learning through exploration, discovery and 
developing children’s natural curiosity  

• Helps children to develop an understanding of 
themselves and the world around them e.g. indoor 
or outdoor learning environments/awareness of 
environment and nature  

9  9  



 

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 25 

Question Answer Total 
mark AO1 AO2 AO3 

  • Role play supports awareness of diversity through 
children exploring different cultures, customs and 
develops children’s sense of personal and cultural 
identity  

• Children can learn through play in a real-life 
context, developing values and attitudes  

• Helps children to learn about themselves and their 
relationships with other children and adults, 
developing an awareness of roles and expectations 
in society  

• Role play enables children to take on a role of 
another; offering opportunities to develop personal 
and social skills  

• Role play supports children’s self-awareness and 
develops an understanding of social behaviours e.g. 
turn-taking / sharing / manners / fairness / 
compromise / morals/responsibility of own 
actions/understanding rules / spatial awareness and 
self-identity   

• Role play develops children’s social understanding 
and develops confidence in their listening and 
interacting skills e.g. communication / language / 
linguistic development / key words / new vocabulary 
and personal interaction with others 

• Helps children to develop emotionally e.g. 
developing awareness of children’s self-image / 
self-esteem / empathy / self-expression etc. 

 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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11. (a) 5.1 The Forest School Association supports teachers in 
delivering an innovative approach that enables children 
to experience learning through the outdoor 
environment.  

 
Analyse the impact of the ‘Forest School’ approach for 
children while playing and learning outdoors. 
 
Award up to 6 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for a response that is not creditworthy. 
Award 1-2 marks for a basic analysis which shows 
limited knowledge and understanding of the impact of 
The Forest School approach for children playing and 
learning outdoors 
Award 3-4 marks for a good analysis which shows 
some knowledge and understanding of the impact of 
The Forest School approach for children playing and 
learning outdoors 
Award 5-6 marks for a very good analysis which 
shows sound knowledge and understanding of the 
impact of The Forest School approach for children 
playing and learning outdoors 
 
Response may refer to:  
 
Positives:  
• Impacts on children playing and learning e.g. 

through improvements in children’s confidence / 
motivation / concentration / language / 
communication / physical skills etc. 

• Impacts through repeated and regular contact with 
the natural environment  

• Learning develops through playing and having 
access to nature as part of their everyday lives.  

• Forest School learning has woodlands and 
greenspaces to create potential of learning as an 
education resource  

• The Forest School approach can benefit a wide 
range of children’s learning needs including those 
on the autistic spectrum / emotional and 
behavioural difficulties / learning difficulties 

• Children have opportunities through play to use 
tools to create art works / listen and respond to a 
range of stories etc. in order to improve language 
and communication skills  

6  6  
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  • Focus on learning not performance.  
• View learners as active co-constructors of meaning 

and knowledge.  
• Establish a teacher/child relationship built upon the 

idea of guidance and not instruction 
• Can be delivered through practical / hands-on / 

experimental learning in the outdoor environment  
• Forest school provides action-learning opportunities 

that can benefit children with a range of learning 
styles 

• Forest School provides new opportunities for 
practical skills, replacing lessons taught in the 
classroom 

• The Forest School approach increases self-esteem/ 
self-confidence 

• The Forest School approach offers opportunities 
through play and learning e.g. improves social 
skills/ contributes to the development of language / 
develops communication skills 

• The impact of the Forest School approach can 
improve children’s motivation / encourage 
concentration / understanding of behaviour 
expectations  

• Contributes to children’s knowledge and 
understanding. 

• Children are encouraged to learn through play / to 
be part of a team in the pursuit of tasks / support 
others where tasks may need more than one pair of 
hands.  

• Improves physical motor skills - materials and tools 
are shared among the group and the children take 
turns to use them.  

• Children are given the freedom to play 
independently from adult intervention and are 
guided by the rules of games that encourage 
teamwork  

 
Negatives: 
• The impact of the Forest School approach for 

children playing and learning outdoors has become 
overly important to schools and has more emphasis 
than classroom learning  

• Learning can be impacted on as teachers may have 
less time in the school day to establish effective, 
informal relationships with pupils  

• Play and learning can be impacted as parents may 
express that they do not understand the importance 
of the forest school approach for their child’s 
learning and progression 

• The Forest School approach may not address all 
children’s learning styles / comfort / ability in 
learning  
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  • Forest School can mean there are more risks 
involved in children’s play / health and safety / 
safety and hygiene/ infection control  

• Can lead to class-based challenges as children 
have to adapt back in to ‘normal’ school routines 
and processes following the freedom of the 
outdoors 

• The impact of the Forest School approach for 
children playing and learning outdoors is based on 
the weather / appropriate clothing which can hinder 
outdoor experiences  

• Forest school is only offered to young children 
within the early years curriculum and can impact on 
the educational experiences of older children as 
they are missing out  

• The Forest School approach for children can impact 
on playing and learning outdoors being delivered in 
the autumn and winter seasons as children may be 
cold and wet at times / children can become cold 
when outside for long periods of time /The wind and 
rain make forest school unpleasant to be outside  

• More able and talented children can become 
frustrated if not challenged or stimulated in the 
outdoor environment  

• The Forest School approach for children playing 
and learning outdoors can be impacted on as some 
children don’t like touching dirt or creatures etc. 

• There can be a lack of parental involvement in 
outdoor activities at other times / leisure / social / 
outside school time 

• The Forest School approach to learning can impact 
on school curriculum-based assessments etc.  

• The approach may be considered inconsistent as its 
success is dependent on the enthusiasm / value / 
and motivation of the staff etc.  

 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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11. (b) 5.1 The Forest School Association supports teachers in 
delivering an innovative approach that enables children to 
experience learning through the outdoor environment.  
 
Summarise the impact of Helen Bilton’s outdoor learning 
theory in relation to the Forest School approach 
 
Award up to 8 marks.  
 
Award 0 marks for a response that is not creditworthy. 
Award 1-2 marks for a basic summary which shows 
limited knowledge and understanding of the impact of 
Helen Bilton’s outdoor learning theory in relation to the 
Forest School approach 
Award 3-4 marks for a good summary which shows some 
knowledge and understanding of the impact of Helen 
Bilton’s outdoor learning theory in relation to the Forest 
School approach 
Award 5-6 marks for a very good summary which shows 
sound knowledge and understanding of the impact of 
Helen Bilton’s outdoor learning theory in relation to the 
Forest School approach 
Award 7-8 marks for an excellent summary which shows 
detailed knowledge and understanding of the impact of 
Helen Bilton’s outdoor learning theory in relation to the 
Forest School approach 
 
Response may refer to:  
• The Forest School environment supports Helen 

Bilton’s theory of sensory experiences through the use 
of natural resources  

• Helen Bilton’s theory states indoors and outdoors 
need to be viewed as one combined and integrated 
environment linking to the forest school approach  

• Helen Bilton’s theory states indoors and outdoors 
need to be available to the children simultaneously  

• Helen Bilton’s learning theory states outdoor learning 
such as through Forest School environments is 
fundamental to children’s learning e.g. an equal player 
to indoors / should receive planning / management / 
evaluation / resources / with staffing and adult 
interaction is equal to learning indoors  

• The Forest School approach defines how outdoors is 
both a teaching and learning environment as stated in 
Helen Bilton’s theory  

• Forest school offers a varied outdoor design and 
layout which Helens Bilton states that this environment 
needs careful consideration 

• Helen Bilton’s learning theory defines outdoor play 
such as Forest School is central to young children’s 
learning / more to some children than others  

8 8   
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  • The Forest School environment allows and 
encourages children to relive experiences  

• Freedom of movement in the outdoors supports 
children in their learning.  

• Outdoor learning environments through play offer 
speech / language / communication / sensory 
experiences.  

• The Forest School environment provides e.g. 
access to space / nurtures the mind / body growth  

• Helen Bilton suggests that children need to have 
experiences to heighten emotions e.g. wonder / joy/ 
excitement etc. 

• The Forest School approach supports Helen 
Bilton’s theory of developing learning through a 
variety of equipment supporting e.g. imaginative / 
construction / books / planting equipment and 
resources / snack and seating areas / art and 
design / movement areas etc.  

• Physical development is essential for children’s 
growth e.g. develops gross motor skills / fine motor 
skills / spatial awareness / develops co-ordination / 
balance and body awareness / keeps the body 
healthy / can support and develop a life-long good 
habit of daily exercise 

• Well planned and well resources outdoor play 
experiences support children e.g. individual 
progression / thinking skills / knowledge / 
understanding  

• The outdoor classroom offers children the 
opportunity to utilise effective modes of learning – 
play, movement and sensory experience  

• The Forest School environment supports children’s 
need for versatile equipment and learning through 
the outdoor environment  

• Helen Bilton outdoor learning theory states children 
need to be able to control / change / modify their 
environment  

• Helen Bilton states staff have to be supportive 
toward outdoor play / develop confidence / 
independence / enable children to reach their 
potential / committed to developing the outdoor area 

• The Forest School supports Helen Bilton’s learning 
theory e.g. promoting the outdoors as an area for 
learning / using the natural resources / active 
learning / children using their senses / using 
resources for learning  

 
This list is not exhaustive.  
Credit any other relevant response. 
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